URPETH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Urpeth Parish Council held on Tuesday 17 July 2025 at Edenfield Communal Room, West Pelton at 6.30 p.m.

Councillor R Johnson (Chair)

Present:
Councillors B Barrett, R Johnson and I Stewart-Fergusson


26. 	Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Scott, G Holmes-Wood and D Wood

27.	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

28.	Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 June 2025 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

29.	Update from Beamish Museum

The Chair welcome Samantha Shotton, Chief Operating Officer Beamish Museum to the meeting who was in attendance to provide an update on the museums summer event programme along with details around ongoing work to improve traffic congestion, onsite parking and details around wider conversations which were being had with partners regarding bus travel. 

S Shotton was also pleased to announce that the Museum had been crowned Museum of the Year 2025, which was a huge achievement for the museum, its staff and many volunteers. 

The Clerk asked in Councillor Scott’s absence whether there was any update which could be provided, on the offer which had been made to residents for a guided tour of the museum. In response S Shotton advised that this was currently with the Director and a further update on when that would likely take place would be passed on in due course. She did however note that the uptake from residents had been really encouraging. The Museum would continue to keep residents updated on all events by way of a resident letter, posted through doors in the village. 

Further discussion took place regarding Eden Place car park, and it was noted that this would need to be picked up with the recently elected Councillors for the Pelton Division in due course. 

30.	Update from Neighbourhood Warden

Item deferred – Warden not in attendance.

31.	Public Questions / Representations

There were no public questions or representations.

32.	County Councillor Report 

It was noted that the elected Councillors for the Pelton Division would be invited to attend the next meeting in September.

33.	Clerks Report and Correspondence

There were no matters to report under this item.

34.	Finance Report

(i) Monthly Accounts

Resolved: That the following amounts be approved for payment and that the monthly reconciliation of accounts be noted.

Clerk						986.31
HMRC Paye 4				378.77
Street Cleansing Operative 		468.88
Street Cleansing Operative 		470.60
Parish Online				546.00

35.	Noticeboards

Resolved: That the item be deferred until September to allow for full member input.

36.	Allotments

Members noted updates in respect of recent reports of nuisance behaviour and discussed options around updating the tenancy agreement to strengthen rules around holding fires on plots near homes and to include the potential use of surveillance to support any future enforcement. 

Resolved: That a report outlining any proposed changes be brought to a future meeting for consideration. 

37.	Ward / Area Matters

i) Speeding on A693

It was suggested that the PCC be invited to attend a future meeting to discuss speeding and ongoing issues regarding the Sustrans route and cross border crime.

ii)        Parking enforcement

Further to ongoing issues surrounding parking issues at the crossroads, West Pelton and Ill Cancello, Beamish that Parking Enforcement be asked to undertake a site visit. 

Councillor Stewart-Fergusson further raised concerns regarding litter on the verge opposite the Trinity Green estate and his lack of response or ability to heck progress in relation to complaints he had made with Durham County Council.
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