URPETH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Urpeth Parish Council held on Tuesday 21 January 2025 at
Edenfield Communal Room, West Pelton at 6.30 p.m.

B Barrett (Chair)

Present:
Councillors B Barrett, A Batey, G Holmes-Wood, R Johnson and | Stewart-
Fergusson, B Scott and D Wood.

72. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Pringle.
73. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

74. Minutes

The minutes of the meetings held on 16 October 2024 were confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Chair.

75. Update from Beamish Museum

The Clerk advised that J Wilson and S Shotton were unavailable to attend the
meeting this month however had sent an update which was read to Members. Main
highlights from the update were as follows:

e Christmas season ran from 23/11 — 24 /12 followed by Twelfth Night
celebrations fomr 27/12 — 05/01. Poor weather conditions had affected
opening on four dates. Updates provided via social media channels.

e Resident letter distributed with a further letter to follow in the coming weeks

e Working continuing with traffic enforcement and the museum offered their
apologies for any inconvenience caused to residents over the festive period.

e Eden Place Car Park — discussions ongoing and planned meet with Clir Batey
to take place in coming weeks.

76. Public Questions / Representations

The Clerk presented a letter to the Council which had been received from a resident
regarding the winter flower bed planting. Members agreed to discuss this under the
budget item on the agenda.

77. County Councillor Report

County Councillors A Batey and D Wood provided an update on matters relating to

the County Council and parish area as follows:
e DCC Empty Homes Strategy.



e Members Allowances Scheme following Independent Remuneration Panel
review

e Ouston Community Centre asset transfer now completed, providing stability
and increased opportunities for funding in the future

e Update on Neighbourhood Funding and potential impacts upon funding
following introduction of Local Networks.

e Shotley Bridge Hospital — new build hospital given go ahead.

78. Council Budget 2025/26 and Precept 2025/26

The Clerk presented a detailed report which set out a proposed budget for the Parish
Council for 2025/26 and recommended a budget and precept level to be charged for
2025/26.

Members noted significant increases in costs across various contracted services and
noted new and additional areas of expenditure which were forecast for the coming
financial year.

Members further considered the reintroduction of a winter planting scheme for flower
beds across the parish area however, noted that in order to do so the council would
be required to generate an additional £5100, resulting in a 15.01% increase in the
precept and charge levied.

Following lengthy discussion and clarification on a number of points, Members
agreed that issuing a 3.79% increase (£0.98 annual increase on a Band A property)
would allow for a balanced budget to be achieved.

Resolved:

i) That the draft budget for 2025/26 (as amended) be approved.

ii) That the Council issues a precept of £47,189.00 for the 2025/26 financial
year.

iii) That Allotment rents be increased by £5.00 across all sites from April 2026.

iv) That a donation of £750 be made to Ouston Community Association in order
to support events across the year.

iv) That the Council has considered its earmarked and general reserves and
prioritised any projects or initiatives alongside costed budget implications.

79. Finance Matters

Resolved: That the following amounts be approved for payment and that the
monthly reconciliation of accounts be noted:

December

Clerk (Wages and Expenses) 1002.97
HMRC Paye 2 335.17
Street Cleansing Operative 380.20
Street Cleansing Operative 372.68
January

Clerk (Wages and Expenses) 1033.57
HMRC Paye 2 346.31



Street Cleansing Operative 366.20

Street Cleansing Operative 446.00
Biffa (Skips x 3) 635.53
Vermin Contract 2045.63
Wave Water Rates 120.66
Forvis Mazars 378.00

80. Clerks Report/ Correspondence

There were no updates to provide under this item.

81. Allotments

There were no issues to raise under this item, however the Clerk advised that there
had been some tap repairs required at Plantation View which had been carried out
by the Association Secretary at no charge.

82. Ward/ Area Matters

(i) DCC programme of Grounds Maintenance

Various issues were raised including, overgrown footpath between Beamish
Roundabout and Stanley, damaged signage at the Newfield Roundabout and graffiti
at both the underpass between West Pelton and Beamish and on waste bin at St
Paul’s Terrace. Councillor Wood agreed to report the issues via DCC.

(i) Eden Place Car Park

As covered under minute number 75.

(i)  Damage to bus shelters

Missing pane(s) at bus stops at Penhill Close, Urpeth Grange and Station Road
Beamish following damage. Bus stop at Institute Terrace East, covered in paint.
Councillor Wood agreed to report these issues via DCC.

(iv)  Speeding traffic at Urpeth Grange

It was reported that there were issues with traffic speeding and overtaking on the

approach to St Bennet’s school and discussion took place around traffic calming
measures such as an advisory 20mph outside the school.



