URPETH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Urpeth Parish Council held on Tuesday 18 June
2024 at Edenfield Communal Room, West Pelton at 6.30 p.m.

B Barrett (Chair)

Present:
Councillors B Barrett, G Holmes-Wood, R Johnson, B Scott, and | Stewart-
Fergusson

15. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Batey D Wood and County
Councillor Paul Pringle.

16. Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.
17.  Minutes of the meeting held 18 June 2024

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 18 June 2024 were confirmed as
a correct record and signed by the Chair.

18. Update from Beamish Museum — Julie Wilson

The Chair welcomed Julie Wilson to the meeting who was in attendance on behalf of
the Museum to provide an update on recent activity.

J Wilson advised that letters had recently been posted to residents keeping them
updated on upcoming events and inviting them to attend a preview event in the
1950s town. There had been a good uptake by residents in this regard which was
encouraging.

Details were provided in relation to the opening of the new additions to the 1950s
town and further details of summer activities taking place throughout July September
were given.

In relation to other outstanding matters which had been reported by the Parish
Council. J Wilson advised that there was no update to provide in relation to Eden
Place Car park and work also continued with a local resident regarding trees
affecting her property from within the grounds of the Museum.

Councillor Scott asked whether the museum would consider putting a flower bed in
next to the entrance gates to the Museum and J Wilson agreed to take this
suggestion back.



The Chair thanked J Wilson for her attendance and requested that the Museum
attend the September meeting of the council to provide an update on the summer
programme of activities.

19. Public Questions / Representations

There were no public questions or members of the public in attendance.
20. Clerks Report and Correspondence

(1) Update regarding Poppies Project

The Clerk advised that most areas had now been reviewed and the number of
poppies required for each provided. An application to affix the poppies to the
lampposts now needed to be made in addition to the application for match funding.

The next meeting of the Poppies project Working Group would take place on 10 July
at Pelton Community Centre at 7.00 p.m.

(i) Website

Work ongoing in respect of population of new website, some changes required to be
made by Parish Online in respect of layout and appearance.

(i)  Grounds Maintenance

The Clerk advised that the flower beds could be installed the following week by DCC
in readiness for planting of flowers which have kindly been provided by Beamish
Museum. The Clerk was to liaise with ClIr Scott regarding the collection of plants
from the nursery.

21. Internal Audit, Annual Governance Statement and Annual Accounts
2023/24

The Clerk presented a detailed report which sought approval of the Council Annual
Return for Urpeth Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2024, including its
Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements.

The Clerk advised that the Internal Auditor had reviewed the accounts and practices
during May 2024 and had found the Internal Controls within the Parish Council to be
satisfactory for the size of the Council and that the documents and procedures viewed
to be in good order.

The Clerk advised that the return would be forwarded to Mazars for external audit with
their report and any findings to be presented at the meeting in September.

Resolved: That the council
i) Note the Internal Audit Report
ii) Note the year end position with regards to balances and earmarked reserves



iii) That Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement of Urpeth Parish Councils
Return for the financial year ended 31 March 2024 be approved.

iv) That Section 2 — Accounting Statements of Urpeth Parish Councils Return for
the financial year ended 31 March 2024 be approved.

V) That the Chair and Clerk sign Urpeth Parish Councils Return for the financial
year ended 31 March 2024.

Vi) That the Mr M Turnbull be reappointed to undertake the Internal Audit 2024/25.

22. Finance Matters

Resolved: That the following amounts be approved for payment:

Clerk (Wages and Expenses) 1063.61

HMRC Paye 2 363.62
Street Cleansing Operative 439.32
Street Cleansing Operative 457.60

23. Allotments

Resolved: that the update in respect of abandoned gardens at High Handenhold be
noted. In addition, it was agreed that a full review of the Allotment tenancy rules be
undertaken with a view to presenting to the council for agreement in September
2024.

24. Ward Area Matters
(i) Eden Place Car Park — Beamish

There was no update to provide, however J Wilson had confirmed during her
Beamish update that the Museum were still pursuing the transfer.

(ii) Noticeboards — Parish Wide

The Clerk advised that following issues with access to noticeboards, the council may
wish to review the existing provision, style, and locations, to provide for improved
accessibility.

Resolved: That quotes be obtained and reviewed by the council at its next meeting.
(i)  Footpath maintenance — West Pelton

Councillor Johnson reported that there were issues in the West Pelton area with
footpath surface dressing and in some cases the state of the paths were dangerous
to those using them. In addition, it was noted that many of the footpaths across the
parish area were in need of attention and maintenance mainly due to weeds not
being removed following spraying. It was noted that this had been reported to DCC
however it was appreciated that there were limitations on finance for this type of
work. However, attempts would be made to find out when the area would be
revisited by DCC to undertake routine maintenance work.



